THE  LIGHT OF DAY

lightning rod seems no more irreHgious than to shed
the aqueous fluid by aid of the umbrella. The gov-
ernment agents found men in Virginia who had
rdigbuH scruples about spraying their grapes against
the black rot, and many good people still hold to
special providences in their daily lives. Prayer,
especially for material good, is a survival of the old
theological concept But for all practical purposes,
in medicine, in geology, in astronomy, in the daily
ordering of our lives, and in the springs of our natu-
ral civilization, the theological conception has been
overthrown and the scientific conception has taken
its place. We no longer tremble at an eclipse or at a
comet, nor see in the northern lights the gleam of
the fin** of hell. We have learned something of the
laws of storing and the causes of pestilence, and have
found that cleanliness is a better safeguard against
fever than fasting or prayer.

But what is the scientific conception of the uni-
verse? The idea in its simplest form is implied
when we say that such and such an event or such
and sueh a course of conduct is according to nature,
or else is against nature, thereby recognizing the
faet that there is an inherent order or sequence in
the course of natural events. To find out this order
and formulate it is the object of science, and leads
to the scientific conception of the universe. To ad-
just our lives to it and avail ourselves of it is the
ctts of our material civilisation. In this concep-
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